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MEDIA RELEASE

Multi-stakeholder initiative digitalswitzerland

Dialogue is the focus of the third Swiss
Digital Day
The Swiss Digital Day will take place for the third time on 3 September. This day of
action initiated by digitalswitzerland is held under the motto “experiencing digital
together”. Over 80 partners of Digital Day will bring different facets of digitisation
closer to the population with free activities in twelve locations throughout
Switzerland. The President of the Swiss Confederation Ueli Maurer and Federal
Councillor Guy Parmelin have assumed the patronage of Digital Day. The Federal
Council is underlining the importance of this event with the presence of Simonetta
Sommaruga. Dialogue with the population will be at the heart of the Swiss Digital
Day: “tell” will be a series of events dedicated to fostering this dialogue. 
 
Zürich, 10 July: “Digital starts with you – speak up !” is the motto for “tell”. With this new
session format, digitalswitzerland is making dialogue and critical examination of digitisation
the focus of this year’s Digital Day. Visitors will have the opportunity to discuss changes,
hopes and fears surrounding digitisation with experts in discussions using the World Café
format. Federal Councillor Guy Parmelin will kick-off this series in Berne.  “tell” sessions
will take place at almost all locations. “Digitisation is not a force of nature. Although it
changes all areas of our society in a lasting way, we can shape it. Therefore, on Digital Day
2019, visitors should not only experience digitisation, but also actively participate. ‘tell’
offers the ideal opportunity for this,” says Diana Engetschwiler, overall project lead for
Digital Day. The “tell” highlight will certainly be the participation of Federal Councillor
Simonetta Sommaruga in the evening in Berne. digitalswitzerland will capture the findings
from all “tell” sessions through a research partnership with the Zurich University of Applied
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Sciences ZHAW, the University of Applied Sciences and Arts Northwestern Switzerland
FHNW and the University of Zurich and also plans to publish a report. 

Official opening in Berne and activities throughout Switzerland
The highlight of this year’s edition of Digital Day is the official opening by the President of
the Swiss Confederation Ueli Maurer in Berne. For the first time since the launch of Digital
Day, the federal capital is the venue of the opening ceremony. After the speech by the
President of the Swiss Confederation and a live broadcast in the regional languages, two
special trains will leave the Berne station, one heading east and one west, underlining the
fact that Digital Day is a national event.
 “The Swiss population is the backbone of all sustainable development, including
digitisation. With increased dialogue, we are placing the population even more at the
center of digital transformation. The population is part of digital transformation and can play
an active role,” says Ivo Furrer, President of digitalswitzerland. Visitors to Lugano,
Lausanne, Yverdon-les-Bains, Geneva, Chur, St. Gallen, Basel, Berne, Zurich, Biel, Vaduz
and Thun can look forward to events, discussions and expos on the various  Digital Day
topics. A moderated stage programme with talks, dialogue formats, live broadcasts and
start-up pitches will take place throughout the day at Zurich Main Station. The whole
programme can also be followed live online. 

Using the opportunities of digitisation with lifelong learning 
Digitisation brings about changes in all areas of our lives. To benefit, we must learn how to
deal with these changes. Further training courses, for example, serve this purpose in our
daily work. On Digital Day 2019, we will raise awareness that these changes represent an
opportunity and that lifelong learning is key. On 3 September there will be many free
courses for people of all ages, and visitors can, for example, gain their first experience with
programming.
 
Multi-stakeholder initiative with international appeal
The digitalswitzerland initiative, which was launched at the WEF in 2015, has now become
a movement with over 150 major Swiss companies and institutions. This is a tremendous
success, which is beneficial to the Swiss start-up ecosystem, the legal framework and
relations with authorities. The founders’’ goal to develop Switzerland into a leading digital
hub is well on its way. Meanwhile, the idea has been taken up by other European
countries, including Poland and Liechtenstein. “Digital Day is a fundamentally important
vehicle for giving a positive boost to digitisation among the general population. Digital Day
is hands-on digitisation for the whole family, for young and old. It is important that people
learn to understand the opportunities offered by digitisation. This also includes pointing out
risks. We have been delighted with the success of our initiative at home and abroad and
the support we have received from policymakers since it was launched three years ago,”
says Marc Walder, founder of digitalswitzerland.

More information about Digital Day can be found at www.digitalday.swiss. Information on
the “tell” series of events can be found here: www.digitalday.swiss/tell.

About Digital Day
Since 2017, Digital Day has taken place annually under the direction of digitalswitzerland.
The aim of the national day of action is to make digitisation a tangible experience and to
promote dialogue on the subject. Digitisation is changing all areas of our society.
digitalswitzerland and the Digital Day partners in Switzerland want to help actively shape
this process and involve many stakeholders in the discussions. Digital Day is the platform
for this dialogue and shows developments, opportunities and risks of digital transformation
to a broad public. The main partners of Digital Day are APG|SGA, Google, Ringier, SBB,
SRG and Swisscom. The Swiss Innovation Agency Innosuisse is a strategic partner. The



successful concept is also popular outside the country’s borders. For example, Digital Days
based on the Swiss Digital Day also take place in Poland and Liechtenstein.

About digitalswitzerland    
digitalswitzerland is the joint initiative of the economic and academic spheres and the
public authorities aimed at shaping Switzerland into a leading international digital
innovation hub. To this end, digitalswitzerland is already active in a wide range of fields
such as collaboration, knowledge transfer, education, start-up ecosystems and the political
framework. More than 150 of the best-known companies and organisations as well as
innovative locations throughout Switzerland belong to the association. The initiative was
launched in 2015.

Media Contact
Diana Engetschiler
Project Lead Digital Day
digitalswitzerland 
diana@digitalswitzerland.ch
Tel. press office: 079 241 60 28

Contacts locations

Are you interested in the activities at the individual locations? The following people will be
happy to provide you with information:

Zurich
Diana Engetschwiler
diana@digitalswitzerland.com 
+41 79 241 60 28
 

Bienne
Anita Jörg
anita.joerg@sipbb.ch
+41 78 847 82 61
 

Lugano
Président de la commune
Marco Borradori
marco.borradori@lugano.ch
+41 79 636 50 38
 

Choire
Andjela Dinkel
andjela.dinkel@viaduct.ch
+41 76 442 60 97
 

Bâle
Julia Meyer
julia.meyer@baselarea.swiss
+41 79 808 35 18
 

Thoune
Chantal Marti
chantal.marti@daycrun.ch
+41 79 637 61 29
 

Genève
Antoine Geissbuhler
Antoine.Geissbuhler@unige.ch 
+41 22 372 62 01
 

Lausanne
Sébastien Kulling
sebastien@digitalswitzerland.com 
+41 79 241 60 28
 

Saint Gall
Simon Netzle
simon.netzle@stadt.sg.ch
+41 71 224 63 50
 

Vaduz
Maria Bruhin
maria@digital-liechtenstein.li
+423 231 18 28
 

Berne
Raphael Karlen

Yverdon-les-Bains
Sylvain Pasini
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raphael.karlen@digitalimpact.ch
+41 79 734 00 00

sylvain.pasini@heig-vd.ch
+41 79 634 79 75
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